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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurThe first novel in the Lindsay Gordon series a gripping and thrilling page-turner, 
starring a self-proclaimed cynical socialist lesbian feminist journalist from the number one bestseller Val 

McDermid.Freelance journalist Lindsay Gordon is strapped for cash. Why else would she agree to cover a 
fund-raising gala at a girls public school? But when the star attraction is found garrotted with her own cello 
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string minutes before she is due on stage, Lindsay finds herself investigating a vicious murder.Who would 
have wanted Lorna Smith Cooper dead? Who had the key to the locked room in which her body was found? 
And who could have slipped out of the hall at just the right time to commit this calculated and cold-blooded 

crime?Report for Murder is the first title in Val Mcdermids Lindsay Gordon series.From Publishers 
WeeklyThis promising debut from a British writer introduces Lindsay Gordon, who mockingly describes 
herself as "a cynical socialist lesbian feminist journalist." Commissioned to write a story on Derbyshire 

House Girls' School in the North of England, Lindsay encounters strong undercurrents of hatred--against 
developer James Cartwright, who wants to turn the school's playing fields into holiday flats and a leisure 

complex, and against celebrated cellist and old girl Lorna Smith-Couper, who also appears to have a talent 
for making enemies and fomenting discord. During a fund-raising concert, Lorna is found strangled with a 
cello string, and schoolmistress Paddy Callaghan, an old friend of Lindsay's, is charged with the murder. 

Lindsay sets out solve the crime with the aid of noted playwright Cordelia Brown, another old girl, who had 
written and staged a play for the fund-raiser. McDermid has created a complex and prickly detective, whose 
working-class background sets her at odds with her companions, particularly her new lover, Cordelia. The 

shifting relationship intertwines a realistic romance with a solid detective story. Copyright 1989 Reed 
Business Information, Inc.Kirkus sThe first US publication of a novel that appeared in 1987 in England. 
Here, gay journalist Lindsay Gordon (Deadline for Murder, 1997, etc.), based in Glasgow and presently 

freelancing to eke out a living, makes her debut when longtime friend Paddy Callaghan, a drama teacher at 
the Derbyshire House Girls' School, gets her a magazine assignment for a story on the school's fund-raising 
weekendan event that's part of the schools battle to fend off builder James Cartwright, who wants to buy its 
athletic fields for residential development. Other weekend guests include novelist/talk-show star Cordelia 

Brown and famed cellist Lorna Smith-Coupey. As the audience awaits a benefit concert that evening, Lorna 
is discovered dead-garrotted by a cello stringin one of the backstage music rooms. In short order, a truculent 
Inspector Dart has jailed Paddy for the killing, and school head Pamela Overton has authorized Lindsay and 

Cordelia (lovers at first sight) to try to find evidence to clear Paddy. A string of tedious interviews, plus 
repetitive reviews of time frames and alibis, produces a host of Lorna-hating suspects, but it's a second death 
that pushes our journalist-sleuth to a violent confrontation with the not-so-surprising killer. Clumsy plotting, 
relentlessly verbose characters, and a sluggish pace don't help Lindsay's overextended debut outingone of the 

author's lesser efforts. -- Copyright 1998, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved. 


