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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurDeborah Knott was expected to be a conventional little girl and eventually a 
conventional woman, worshipped on a pedestal by a conventional husband.Instead, she became an attorney, 
infiltrating the old boy network that still rules the tobacco country of Colleton County, North Carolina. Some 

say her success is a sign of the New South, but no one knows better than she the power of the pasther 
familys long history in the area is a major asset in her campaign for district judge. Then again, as the strong-
willed daughter of Kezzie Knottnotorious bootlegger, ex-con, and political string-pullerhistory is also one of 
her greatest problems.But its an episode from the more recent past that threatens to derail her campaign. As a 

teen, Deborah used to babysit little Gayle Whitehead for her mother, Janie. One rainy spring day eighteen 
years ago, both mother and daughter disappeared. When they were found three days later Gayle was 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B008B3JDN8


dehydrated, dirty, and hungry...and Janie was dead. The unsolved murder became a local legend and an 
enigma that continues to haunt Gayle, who now begs Deborah to investigate.With no real faith in her 

investigative skills, Deborah asks a variety of questions on her campaign tour of the countys ralliesand soon 
her attention is distracted from the hurly-burly of politics by troubling new evidence. Deborah now faces the 
realization that the disadvantages of being the single female candidate in a southern judgeship race, and even 

the disadvantages of being Kezzie Knotts daughter, are nothing in comparison to posing a threat to a 
successful murderer...Winner of the Edgar, Agatha, Anthony and Macavity awards for Best Novel, 

Bootleggers Daughter was the first full-length novel featuring Deborah Knott.ABOUT MARGARET 
MARONBorn and bred in North Carolina where the piedmont meets the sandhills, I grew up on a modest 

two-mule tobacco farm that has been in the family for over a hundred years. Tobacco is no longer grown on 
the farm, but the memories linger the singing, the laughter, the gossip that went on at the bench as those rank 
green leaves came from the field, the bliss of an icy cold drink bottle pressed to a hot sweaty face, getting up 

at dawn to help take out a barn, the sweet smell of soft golden leaves as theyre being readied for auction. 
Working in tobacco is one of those life experiences Im glad to have had. Im even gladder that its something 
Ill never have to do again. After high school came two years of college until a summer job at the Pentagon 

led to marriage, a tour of duty in Italy, then several years in my husbands native Brooklyn. I had always 
loved writing and for the first few years, wrote nothing but short stories and very bad poetry. (The legendary 

Ruth Cavin of St. Martins Press once characterized my verses as doggerel. But inspired doggerel.) 
Eventually, I backed into writing novels about NYPD Lt. Sigrid Harald, mysteries set against the New York 
City art world. But love of my native state and a desire to write out of current experiences led to the creation 
of District Court Judge Deborah Knott, the opinionated daughter of a crusty old ex-bootlegger and youngest 
sibling of eleven older brothers. (I was one of only three, so no, Im not writing about my own family.) Weve 
been back on a corner of the family land for many years now. My city-born husband discovered he prefers 
goldfinches, rabbits, and the occasional quiet deer to yellow cabs, concrete, and a city that never sleeps. A 

son, a daughter-in-law, and two granddaughters are icing on our cake.(Cover graphic by Blue Moon 
Graphics)Prsentation de l'diteurDeborah Knott was expected to be a conventional little girl and eventually a 
conventional woman, worshipped on a pedestal by a conventional husband.Instead, she became an attorney, 
infiltrating the old boy network that still rules the tobacco country of Colleton County, North Carolina. Some 

say her success is a sign of the New South, but no one knows better than she the power of the pasther 
familys long history in the area is a major asset in her campaign for district judge. Then again, as the strong-
willed daughter of Kezzie Knottnotorious bootlegger, ex-con, and political string-pullerhistory is also one of 
her greatest problems.But its an episode from the more recent past that threatens to derail her campaign. As a 

teen, Deborah used to babysit little Gayle Whitehead for her mother, Janie. One rainy spring day eighteen 
years ago, both mother and daughter disappeared. When they were found three days later Gayle was 

dehydrated, dirty, and hungry...and Janie was dead. The unsolved murder became a local legend and an 
enigma that continues to haunt Gayle, who now begs Deborah to investigate.With no real faith in her 

investigative skills, Deborah asks a variety of questions on her campaign tour of the countys ralliesand soon 
her attention is distracted from the hurly-burly of politics by troubling new evidence. Deborah now faces the 
realization that the disadvantages of being the single female candidate in a southern judgeship race, and even 

the disadvantages of being Kezzie Knotts daughter, are nothing in comparison to posing a threat to a 
successful murderer...Winner of the Edgar, Agatha, Anthony and Macavity awards for Best Novel, 

Bootleggers Daughter was the first full-length novel featuring Deborah Knott.ABOUT MARGARET 
MARONBorn and bred in North Carolina where the piedmont meets the sandhills, I grew up on a modest 

two-mule tobacco farm that has been in the family for over a hundred years. Tobacco is no longer grown on 
the farm, but the memories linger the singing, the laughter, the gossip that went on at the bench as those rank 
green leaves came from the field, the bliss of an icy cold drink bottle pressed to a hot sweaty face, getting up 

at dawn to help take out a barn, the sweet smell of soft golden leaves as theyre being readied for auction. 
Working in tobacco is one of those life experiences Im glad to have had. Im even gladder that its something 
Ill never have to do again. After high school came two years of college until a summer job at the Pentagon 

led to marriage, a tour of duty in Italy, then several years in my husbands native Brooklyn. I had always 
loved writing and for the first few years, wrote nothing but short stories and very bad poetry. (The legendary 

Ruth Cavin of St. Martins Press once characterized my verses as doggerel. But inspired doggerel.) 
Eventually, I backed into writing novels about NYPD Lt. Sigrid Harald, mysteries set against the New York 
City art world. But love of my native state and a desire to write out of current experiences led to the creation 



of District Court Judge Deborah Knott, the opinionated daughter of a crusty old ex-bootlegger and youngest 
sibling of eleven older brothers. (I was one of only three, so no, Im not writing about my own family.) Weve 
been back on a corner of the family land for many years now. My city-born husband discovered he prefers 
goldfinches, rabbits, and the occasional quiet deer to yellow cabs, concrete, and a city that never sleeps. A 

son, a daughter-in-law, and two granddaughters are icing on our cake.(Cover graphic by Blue Moon 
Graphics)Biographie de l'auteurMARGARET MARON grew up in the country near Raleigh, North 

Carolina, but for many years lived in Brooklyn, New York. When she and her artist husband returned to the 
farm that had been in her family for a hundred years, she began a series based on her own background. The 

first book, Bootlegger's Daughter, became a Washington Post bestseller that swept the major mystery awards 
for its year-winning the Edgar, Agatha, Anthony, and Macavity Awards for Best Novel-and is among the 
100 Favorite Mysteries of the Century as selected by the Independent Mystery Booksellers Association. 
Later Deborah Knott novels Up Jumps the Devil, Storm Track, and Three-Day Town each also won the 

Agatha Award for Best Novel. Margaret is also the author of the Sigrid Harald series of detective novels. In 
2008, Maron received the North Carolina Award for Literature, the highest civilian honor the state bestows 

on its authors. And in 2013, the Mystery Writers of America celebrated Maron's contributions to the mystery 
genre by naming her a Grand Master-an honor first bestowed on Agatha Christie. To find out more about 

her, you can visit MargaretMaron.com. 


